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This is one in a series of articles in which alumni 
describe a favorite Furman mentor. To learn about 
the Furman Standard, a program to honor in"uential 
mentors, contact susan.brady@furman.edu. 
IT WAS THE SPRING OF 1968. I wasn’t sure 
I would ever get out of Furman. My grades were 
OK, but not exceptional.
An English major, I had been persuaded to take 
a course taught by psychology professor Gerda 
McCahan. I was challenged greatly by this course 
in “Psychology of Exceptional Children and 
Youth,” and my grades in it were disheartening.
My personal life was disheartening, too. I was 
a member of the Southern Student Organizing 
Committee [an activist group]. Some of us had 
gone to Martin Luther King’s funeral in Atlanta.
The war in Vietnam was raging. There was 
deep division in the country. Vice President 
Hubert Humphrey came to Furman, and 
I couldn’t decide whether to stand up in 
acclaim for his civil rights record or sit down 
FURMAN HAS ALWAYS TAKEN PRIDE in its 
family atmosphere. In that spirit, the university is 
now offering increased support for alumni whose 
children or grandchildren want to continue the 
family tradition by attending Furman.
Furman is introducing a competitive, Merit-
based Legacy Scholarship to be awarded to !ve 
high school seniors whose parent or grandpar-
ent attended Furman and who have displayed 
exceptional academic ability and distinctive 
personal accomplishments. The Merit-based 
Legacy Scholarship is worth $25,000 annually 
and is renewable.
The selection committee for the scholar-
ship is looking for such qualities as leadership, 
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service, character, creativity and passion. To be 
considered, applicants must complete the Merit-
based Legacy Scholarship application, as well 
as a Furman Admission Network interview 
(see page 30). The deadline for requesting an 
interview is January 15. Additional information 
and a link to the application are available by 
visiting www.furman.edu/scholarship.
Recipients will be noti!ed no later than 
April 1, 2012. 
Also beginning with the Class of 2016, 
Furman will increase, from $5,000 to $10,000, 
the value of the scholarship it awards to each 
accepted legacy student. If the student is eligible 
for any Furman scholarship in excess of the 
amount of the Legacy Scholarship, the higher 
scholarship will be awarded and will replace 
the Legacy Scholarship.
Furman has found that legacy students bring 
unique qualities to the university. Information 
compiled by the Of!ce of Admission con!rms 
that legacies are traditionally strong achievers 
at Furman and are highly competitive in the 
overall application pool — no doubt because 
of their exceptional ancestry.
To learn more about legacy scholarships, contact 
admission@furman.edu.
  
in protest of his acquiescence in President
Johnson’s war policies.
And I was confused about what to do after 
graduation that spring — if I graduated.
All this angst and confusion came to a head 
when I met with Professor McCahan about my 
grades. She gave me a pep talk that worked 
wonders. I went upstairs in the Furman library 
and practically camped out, studying for the 
!nal exam.
My grade on her !nal ensured that I could 
walk across the stage at graduation, and I’m 
forever grateful to her. I still have the course 
textbook, which, like the professor, was a 
repository of wisdom.
Furman wasn’t easy. But it was, for me, an 
invaluable experience.
— BILL HIGGINS 
The author, a 1968 graduate, works with 
Ed’s Editions, a used and collectible books 
store in Columbia, S.C.
One mentor’s in!uence: Gerda McCahan
Furman BECAUSE FURMAN MATTERS
ONE OF THE CHIEF PRIORITIES of 
the !nal phase of the $400 million 
Because Furman Matters Campaign 
is to raise $20 million to strengthen 
the overall student experience. 
Thanks to a $5 million pledge 
from an alumnus who has 
requested anonymity, the 
university is well on its way 
to reaching this goal.
The majority of the gift 
— the largest outright com-
mitment by an individual 
in the university’s history 
— will support the renova-
tion and expansion of the 
University Center and 
strengthen its role as the 
hub of campus activities and 
student involvement. The 
designation for the remain-
der of the $5 million will be 
announced at a later date. 
With the $5 million gift, the 
campaign has reached $340 million 
in commitments.
“This gift gives us great momen-
tum in the concluding phase of our 
campaign and signi!es the tremen-
dous support we enjoy among our 
alumni,” says Rod Smolla, Furman’s 
president. “A major emphasis of the 
campaign is to transform the under-
graduate experience at the univer-
sity, and this generous commitment 
will help us accomplish our goal by 
transforming the University Center 
from a campus crossroads to an 
energized campus destination.”
The redesign of the University 
Center will be geared toward mak-
ing the facility a more central part 
of student life. It will feature greater 
space for student organizations and 
administrative of!ces, an expansion 
of the food court, and the addition 
of a night-time student entertain-
ment club. 
The upgrade to the University 
Center is one of several aspects of 
the campaign’s student experience 
initiative. With a new student life 
master plan as its blueprint, the ini-
tiative calls for additional changes 
to the campus and enhancements 
for speci!c programs. They include:
 ! Developing a freshman 
residential village by recon!guring 
South Housing, the former men’s 
residence halls. The !ve buildings 
that make up the complex (Black-
well, Geer, Manly, McGlothlin, 
Poteat) will be updated, with some 
areas converted to meeting spaces 
and lounges. The quadrangle in the 
center of the complex will be trans-
formed into a student commons 
with seating areas. A new residence 
hall (or halls), "anking a graded and 
leveled E-!eld in front of Blackwell 
Hall, may be added.
 Classroom and advising space 
will be incorporated into South 
Housing to more fully integrate 
the academic and residential lives 
of students. Professors and their 
families will be invited to live in the 
village in an effort to strengthen 
the intellectual and social bonds 
among students and their mentors.
 Similar upgrades are planned 
for Lakeside Housing (the former 
women’s residence halls). Meet-
ing areas and casual spaces will 
be added, and landscaping will 
be reshaped. (Estimated need: 
$10 million.)
 ! Expanding the work of the 
Lilly Center for Vocational Re"ec-
tion (see page 40), which encour-
ages the exploration of ultimate 
questions and concerns in an effort 
to help individuals match their gifts 
and values with the needs of the 
world. The Lilly Center’s programs 
extend to students, faculty, alumni 
and the greater community. (Esti-
mated need: $4 million).
 ! Increasing support for such 
high pro!le student life programs 
as career services, Shucker 
Leadership Institute, 
Heller Service Corps, 
multicultural affairs, club 
and intramural sports, 
and others. (Estimated 
need: $1 million).
 Connie Carson, vice 
president for student life, 
says, “We want to change 
the culture of the campus, 
to blend and bridge 
academics and student 
life. They should meld 
together and complement 
one another.”
Besides student life, the cam-
paign’s concluding phase is 
focusing on three other priority 
areas: reinforcing academic excel-
lence and increasing scholarship 
support, with a goal of $45 million; 
renewing excellence in intercolle-
giate athletics ($20 million); 
and enhancing the university’s 
relationship with the community 
($15 million).
For updates on the campaign, visit 
www.becausefurmanmatters.com.
Record $5 million gift provides major boost to student life initiative
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